A BOOK by such a distinguished obstetric surgeon and teacher as Professor Munro Kerr will attract widespread interest and attention. The author has treated the subject of maternal mortality and morbidity in a most thorough manner, and he deals with the problem from every conceivable angle; all the conditions affecting maternal mortality are reviewed, and the death-rate in these islands is compared, as far as possible, with other countries. The chapter on ante-natal care is particularly good, and the author has stressed a point mentioned by other writers, that ante-natal care as at present carried out is often quite inadequate. In this latter chapter several plates are included of abnormalities detected by X-ray photography, such as anencephalus, breech presentations with extended legs, twins, etc.
Obstetricians who are accustomed to the use of sedatives during labour will disagree with Professor Kerr's view that the less sedatives are used in a normal case the better it is for the patient. Sedative drugs in midwifery can be abused, and often are, but if they were used more frequently there would be fewer obstetrical disasters such as "failed forceps," which he and all teachers of obstetrics deplore. As might be expected in a first edition, there are a number of printer's errors, which will, presumably, be corrected in subsequent editions. The book will be invaluable to all interested in the subject, especially practising obstetricians and public health authorities.
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